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SECTION I
REPORT ON THE 1939 MT, BAKER AVALANCEHE

RESCUE WORK

By William N, Parke
(Former District Forest Renger)

I was geated in the living room of my residencs et the Glacier
Fanger Station sbeut 8 P.M. Seturdsy evening, July 22, when the door
bell rang. {n opening the door, I was mét by a young man and & young
foman, one of wiom nervously excleimed, “"We have an accident to reportil”

Locking pz=st them, T noticad thelr cars on the street partly
obscurad by the large tree in the front yerd, 1ot being sble tc ses
the e¢ers very well, I followed the couple out to the fromt verd to in-
restigats and esked them vhich cer wad demaged. "0Oh, it wesn't & car
iweeident " one addsed, "Thers wes e snowaslide on fount Beker this

«fternoon end five of our perty are missing",

It iz herd {o gxplain the many thinsgs thet revelve through ome's
mind upon receiving news like this. C(ne keeps thinking, =nd hoping,
that the whole thimg is & mistoks--that it couldn't heve happened. And
yot here wes ths neve of the loergest mountain elimbing tragedy in the
Pocific Northwust. The necd for immedicte action was obvious.

Evelyn Rupert, women's physiccl eduertion instructor, =t the
Western Washington Gollsge, and Rex Rolle, = momber of the climbing
poriy, wore the couple who first brought out tho news of the irogedy.
Both looked to be ot the point of oxhrustion, for they hrd hurried down
the ten-mile strsteh from Kulshan Cebin with the news of the accident,
and Rolle had, in rddition, made the ¢limb of tho mountain that day.

The mcin freis of their story wore that a prrty of 25 collsgs
studenta and froculty were msking the snnual climb of Mount Baker, They
were nbout to go over whet is mown ns8 thoe Roman Well, ¢ precipitous
promentory on the south side of the mountain ¢ fov hundred fest from
the top, when tha snor ovaleache storted. They scid the slide wons =bout
one=half mile long =nd had caught overy member of the porty. When it
w28 over, the survivors assembled on = nanrby ridese.

4 chock was mrde which revesled thit five members were missing
{later turned out to be six). Rolle hrd hurried back to the cobin whers
he picked up Miss Rupert ~nd the two roneed to Glocier with tho news nnd
to ¢r1ll for help.

The couple z=ve me thc names of thosc missing. They were Alice
Jemes, Hope Weltmen, Puelch Lindberg, Maynord Howntt, ond Vens Fisher.
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Those surviving were Rex Rolle, Glenna Rolle, Thelms Buehler, chet
Ullin, Julius Dormblut, Elizabeth Berrs, Evelyn Johnson, Arne Johnson,
Genevieve Strain, Esther Holberg, Don Wilson, Jim Bever, Jane MeWilliems,
Steve Turk, Natalis Smith, Carol Allen, Don Coss, Dr. Jack Cotton,

Dr. Y. C. Muenchken, and Loye A. McGee, dean of men at ths eollsec. Tt
wos later learned during further check-up of names, that Juiius Dornblut
7T, was zlso missing, moking o total of six who werc losu.

Tn giving me this list of nomes Miss Rupert rogusetel me not to
<ivs out the names of those missing to the newspapers uutil she i ¢
chanea to drive to Bellingham; renort the nceident to the clleze auth= .
rriftics; snd notify the perents. This was considerad advissnle »rther
sunn hove the porents lecrn of tho ceeident through he Fruers nart day,.
© promised horothnt T would not publicize their nrme=s., s wrect
*hes left for Bellingham end I took 3r. Rolle to the Clicial Tovizt effies
*on omrocsedsd to orgonize the seorch porty, after motifyiaiz Gur—y Long
12 Ballinghom, of the accident cnd telling him that T™oas ietitiz¥ing the
£ xr:ling work,

T immedictely ealled CCC Foromesn Don Birckmson, who was the fore-
mzr on weck-end duty at the er~mp. Some delry crosc in gotting him to
the prone for he hed gone to his rosidenes, o few milcz from enmp, for
2 few minutes. A eall wos ploeced for Forecmon Lorrence Buvns who hed
previcusly secured my permission to teke his fomily swimming ot Silver
Lokes., T enlled idministrative Gu-rd Rudolph Gari ~% 3ilver Fir Cunrd
Stotion ond ordered him to bring down the stretchers and banmboo poles
thrt were at Austin Pnss GQuard Station rnd at the Jt. Belkor Lodge.
Administrative Gucrd Roymond Hornbeck wes instructed to get the stretchors
and poles to be trker to Silver Fir, so Gueri eould brirnz them or down.
By thrt time T got Blackmen on the phone npd ordereé him cnd six of ths
b2st GCC men then ot the camp, with good hiking elothos, to report to
the Gleeier office ss soon s possihle. Packer Lleyd Lorson had zons
to Bellinghom thot afternoon fto bring up o horseshosr, who was going
to shos the government prek stoek, ths next (Sundey) morning. I
plrced & esll for him end after a short delay, contacted him and ordered
nim %o return to Glacier immedistely. Not being able to contact Burns,
+ Sent & messenger to his house to see if he had returns’ but he
hzdn't. T left word with his neighbor to inatruet him to report to the
office as soon as he zot beck,

In the meantime, Protective Assistant, Donsld Stickney, was de-
teiled to gather rops, flashlights, emsrgency rations, pack bosrds,
Tirst aid outfits, portable Porest Servies radic, and other miscel-
Ltznequs artivles ‘thet wowld be needed eerly in the search. From Rolle
it was lesrned thpt provisions enough for our crew were on hand at
ilshan Cobim to Yost uw Bll the néxt day. Sufficient blankets and
beds were availeble at the cebin as were cocking utensils and other
vemp srticles, We could borrow sun glasses, alpenstocks and ice axes
‘Irsm the women survivors of the 111-feted elimbing psriy, =nd from
what msle members who wouldn't be svailable 4o help in the sesrech,
Thase and other items mceent that our first rescus party could travel
light end lesve &2 soon oS it essembled et the office. I made out a
liat of items snd left it with Burns to gather and send up with Packer
Lorson on the pack string first thing in tho morming.

—
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Our portsble redio would be used in sendinz messages to Church Mountzin
L+ 0. for relecying to Glacisr RS (the Glacier R.S. redioc has poor re-
ception due to the transmission lines nearby.)
s S

Burns end Blackman scon errived, ss did Tony Geri. Burns was
left in cherge of the office end besides myself in the first party
wera Don Stickmey, Rudolph Ceri, Don Blcoekmnn, Rex Rolle (who roturned
to Kulshen Cebin so he could accompany his wife boek in tho morning)
and CCC enrollees Dick Walsh, Bob Smith, Bob Holter, Roy Wark, Robert
McDaniel, and Lee Ewing. We travelled over the Mt. Baker trail after
dark with the aid of flashlights.

Without pressing ourselves too much enroute to comserve our
strength for the 'serious work shead e arrived af Kulshan Cebin at
3:00 A.M. BRex woke Loye A, McGee, Dean of Men of the College, and in
charge of the hiking party, end notified him that the rescue party
had srrived. MeGee srranged for beds in the mens' slesping quarters
and my party immediately stretched out on bunks for =z short rest.

I briefly discussed plans for obteining equipment, mesls ste,/ with
McGee, ordered breskfast for 5:00 A.M., and laid down on a bunk beside
Chet Ullin, &ssistant Guide of the ill-fated elimbing perty. Chet =
said that hc and Don Coss, guide, hed recovered Alice Jamea' body

and had covered it up with costs end laft it on the mountsin. He

said he and Don had coverad every foot of the slide and didn't believe
any of the others missing could have survived. I reated for sn hour and
srose a2t 4:30 A.M. to be grceted by the sound of sizzlinz becon on

the stove end the sroms of boiling coffes.

FIRST DAY OF SEARCH

By 5300 A.M. our serrehing perty was seated at the breakfast
table =nd I noticed thet all of us ote very little. TFortified by sev-
ernl cups of coffez, however, we mustered our forces together and after
gathering sun gogglss, ice axes, crampons, repes, alpenstocks, bamboo
probing poles, sunburn lotion, and light lunches, our party was on its
way up the mountazin by 5:30 A.M. This initiel erew consisted of Don
Coss and Chet Ullin, who were guides for the ill-fated climbing purty,
Don Stickney, Don Blackman, Dick Wnlsh, Bob Smith, Bob Holter, Roy
Wark, Robert McDeniel, Lee Ewing, end myseclf. I left Tony Geri at
the eabin to set up the portable radio when Lloyd Larson packed it im.
I left instructions with Tony to trmnsmit messages only thot had receiv-
ed sn officirl OK from Loye MeGee, Dr. A. E, Bond or myself., T did
this to insure ageinst inneecurate news renching the outside while T
was on the mountsin supervising the secrching work., Doth McGee snd
Bond remained at the cnbin to take cere of the cvacustion of tho other
members of the elimbing porty who would be reoturning to Bellinghem ns
ecTly 88 possiblc.

The trip over Colomen Clncier to the scene of the aceident,
wvhich occurred on Deming Cloecisr, wes unoventful except for a little
deloy in getting the party in roleys across = nnrrow snow bridgs at
o lerge crevosse 2 few hundred yeards below the saddle,
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Once across, the party continued to the rocky ridge at the saddle

where we hurriedly ate & lunch while surveying the extent of the slide.
Chet Ullin:and Don Coss gave us an excellent description cf the seci-

dent and it might be well at this point in this reso-t %o give = brief
account of their version of the mcecident. I tock 2. ok} =heiographs

of the slide eres, B3 well as of our searching eeciiw-iize, 'Tas aigetures
serve well to give a pictorial sccount of our work af ¢ =uonlsment their
description of the slide,

According to Chet and Don, the twenty-five membzi: -f ihe elimb-

ing party, in & zig-zag formetion, were elimbing the lest %r-p slops
on tha south side of Mount Bsker befors entering the ratke vzl top
of the mountein. They were climbing ths snow slope im @+~ . :ile of
Romen Wall. The time was sbout 1:30 P.M. and in angthes - “.zg min-

utes the party would have resched the summit;

411 of & sudden there was & swishing sound and s fizs iayer of
loose snow began to sluff off the steep slope, gaining ir =hicknesa
as 1t continued. Tho party was at the upper cnd of tho sliding snow
and before they knew it the members found themselves all sliding with
it as though they were standing on a moving carpet., Soms of them
lost their balence right away and a shout wont out from one of the
guides to "Dig ip", This they did only to find that when they sank
their slpenstocks and ice sxes into the moving snow, the foree of the
slide bent them over from the firm snow underneath as though they were
blades of grass. Some swam, some crawled, but =211 of them were down
then up egein, all fighting to move upwards so the sliding snow would
zll finelly pass undsrneath them. It was clmost = cese of svery per—
son for himsslf, but in some instances, the men lent helping hands to
female companions whercver possible. Some of those thet survived, and
wore 1n a position to mckc observations, stoted thot they wotched some
of the vietims rolling eround in the snow, bobbing up =nd down, first
being under, then on top, as though they wers pioccss of driftwood
being corried over rcopids.

When the rumble of the sliding snow subsidsd, Professor McGeo
and Bond gathored the surviving members together on the rocky ridse
between Mt. Baker and the Bleck Buttes, while Chet Ullin, Don Coss,
and another mnle member (Ifziled to get his name), mads o frantic
segrch for the vietims of the slide. These three men deserve all the
credit for the early searching work for they risked their lives for
the "life or death" search for the lost members. They threw ceution
to the winds end crossed aznd recrossed the slide countless numbers of
times calling, probing with ice axe or alpenstock end listening for
sounds that might come from 2 vietim, They found Elizabeth Beers
clinging by her fingers on the chute which passed between two ice
falls near the middle of the slide. She collapsed when they released
her. Continuing the sesrch, investigsting crevesses and every con-—
ceivable nook where they thought they might find a fellow member, they
accidentally struck the srm of Alice James under ebout three feet of
SNow on & bench below a hundred-foot high ice fall. Hurriedly digging
her out they found her body still limp and a little warm, even though she
had been buried for threc hours. Chet immedistely tried to give her
artificial respirstion but after an hour end a helf steady work found
her body getting stiffer and coldsr. Their efforts had come too late!
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Realizing that further delay on the mountsin might mesn serious
rosults to them from exposure, and that the whole slide srea had been
coversd thoroughly snough to convince them thet the other victims were
beyond aid, they returned % Kulshan Cabin,

After listening to their description of the avealenche our seerch-
ing party continued to the slide srea, We were joined at this moment
by Prof. Kibbee, Ray Bright and ancther volunteer sesrcher who recsived
word of the accident sbout midnight and hed hurried to sid in +hs search,
We found Alice Jemas' body os Chet =nd Don had left it. (It is shown in
one of the sccompenying photographs.) We pandded her bedy with costs
end jackets snd wrepped it thoroughly in ennves sheets that we had token
off the bunks at Kulshen Cebin for this purpose. Making an improvised
tobaggan, T started a group of men out with the body. About this time,
one of the searchers yelled from the lerge crevesse at ths bottom of the
slide thet another body had been found. This turned out to be that of
Julius Dornblut Jr. It wes buried undernesth sbout three feet of snow,
snd tracing the course it must heve travelled from the top of the moun-
tain, it had passed tir ough the chute where Flizabeth Beers was rescued,
and like Alice James' body, it hed plummeted over the hundred Poot high
ice fell below which Llice's body was recovered, and continued over the
bench end dropped down an added seventy feet to the bottom of the crev—
&sse. OSome of the photos give & clear picture of the aree in which the
bodies wers found and of the distences they traveled. In spite of con-

tinued searching, no other bodies have been recovercd to date. T 4e LA

.l" i

Some of the deangers of conducting this rescue work in its earlier
stages should be recognized. The recent fall of snow, *hich up to that
time had not diffused with tho older layers, was continually sliding
down the mountein. I pested relays of CCC boys as seniries at sslient
points with instructions to keep thoir eyss continually pesled for add-
itionzl snow slides. The first few hours that we were on the mountsin /
several sm=ll slides started without warning and the sizht of them
made us realize that other large ones were highly possiblec. (ne could
almost hecr a slide stert before one could see it and it emitted a slight
swishing sound, then & rumble, end if it got to be of much size it i
roared like a weterfall, Mk;

4As ¢ rosult of the danger of rdditionnl slides, and the warmth of
the westher opening up the ive ficld, we found it aspecirlly dsngerous
working in erovasses or under ice falls, During the hest of the dey,
from about noon until 4 F.M., we were foreced to be extra coutious for
melting snows cut lsrge chunks of ice from the ies falls nnd CIEevasses
cnd these dropped off without woirning., Whelever work we did neer suech
points was done during the coolsr part of the morning, leaving the heat
of the day to work on benches or out in the open where everyone could
enjoy clear vision of the whole ice-field. The more men that were work-
ing presentad the problem of keeping track of the wheresbouts of each men
at all times, and insofar as possible no one was sllowed to work unless
8t Ileast two otheras eould kesp him under continuous surveillsnce,
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Aside from these lurking dengers it was a harrowing experience to
be working in a snow and iece field looking for deed bodies. Every thrust
of a bemboo probing pole, an.ice exe, or en slpensinck a7 svory jab of a

shovel might strike some part of e human body. Ve 1% *o & caricus 0
find the bodiss and so end the search snd yet wa s\, oo cod an ine-
ward feeling of fear of whet we might see when w= - .r o ..

Before the end of the first dey of sesarch i: == g nized
that the ssarch was no longsr a mstter of life o dzav. + v e there-
after sattled down to & systamatic search goinz over “-= . .l.r areas
first end the more dangerous ones latar. Evory possitic o3’ -ty factor

was observed attendent to working under such eireumstnn:s s

As the presence of smell snow slides on Deminz C.on i hecame
more pronouncsd during the hsat of the first day, ard to-ar:e the res-
cue party was protty tired after an slmost sleepless miczhw. 1% was de-
cided to sbendon the first dey's sesrching opsrutions =hcus 4:00 P.M.
¥e left what equipment would be needed to continuo with {h= search to
save pneking it up ssch day from Kulshen Cobin.

After possing over the lerges crevesse just west of the saddle,
we came upon three CCC boys who were struggling with the body of Julius
Dornblutt. T had detailed Professor Kibbes, Ray Bright, and enother
volunteer sscrcher to help these boys pack in tho body vhile the rest
of us continued with the scarch. As it turned out thesz threse had
left the CCC boys with tho tesk of dregging tho bedy from the lerge
crevesse just wWest of the saddle to Kulshen Cnbin while they rushed
to the eabin with tho news of finding Dornblut's body. The three CCC
boys were almost holpless in the soft snow nnd we threw our weight into
the task of teking the body down the mountcin,

When we renched the edsze of the snow wo pleced the body om o
streteher thet we had loft thars on our woy uo in the morning. Severnl
photographers were present to tako moving pictures of our rescuc work
and took several shots of us earrying the body to the cabin. Among
these photographers wers C. L. Edwards of Foromount Kew, Chalmer D.
Sinkey, =nd wife, of Movistone Wews, ond Cherles Perryman of Mstro-
Foldwim-myer.

In returning to ths cchbin I found Tloyd Lorson packing up thc
body of Alice James, Ths body wns so stiff from lying out in the snow
on the mountain thet it wes difficult to pack on o poeck horse,

Inside the cabin Tony Geri hcd the Forest Sereice redio SPF-7
set up ond in working order. He hrd trensmitted saversl messoges by | ¢
mcGee and Dr. Bond and it wmos latc the following day that =ny of our
own news releases were sent out. All rodio messages, both incoming end
outgoing, were properly filed snnd copies retoined. The important ones
which give = chronclogicel order of avents in the senrching work form a
part of this report. Othar mesarges ordering supplies nre on Tile,
but becnuse of their bulk they are not considored valumbls to be in~
cluded in a roport of this kind,




That night T discussed warious points on comp menegement and
rescue octivities with Dr. Bond and Loye MeGee. I transmitted = radio
message to Supervisar Flory giving him s list of Forest Serwice ond CCC
porticipants in the sesrch. Plons for the merning senrch were formu=~
loted. A1l three commereizl photographars requestod to go up =ith the
seerching perty in the morning end T ecnscnted to lat tham go with
us a8 thay agreed not to interfers with our wark in asny way.

SECOND DAY OF SEARCH

Tha second day of the seerch (Mondey, July 24), found e crew of
fiftoen men leaving Kulshor Cabin at § A.M. Besides myself in the perty
wers Don Stickney, Don Coss, Chet Ullin, Don Bleckman, Sam English, Ray
Bright, ond the six CCC enrollecs. Nowsreel reprosentatives, C. L.

Edwards, Charles Perrymen, Chelmer Sinksy and wifo, accompanied us.

The photogrephers wers opperently not used hikine and, sxcept for

Perryman who went to the cvolanche ares, they remained well below the scddle
and did not reach the digging operntions.

The intcnsity of the sun shining on the snow fislds end the
wermth of the wemther during tho daylight hours made working conditions
foirly uncomfortsble, The glaro of the sun and the slight wind burned
most of the party quite severely. We used different kinds of suaburn
lotion but found most of them unsctisfaetory. The refloction of the sun
on the snow <ven burncd the insides of our rostrils and in foet, after
the third day on the mountzin meny of us had our noses slmost swollen
shut.

The second dry's senrch was unoventful. We continued working
the large creovosse ond the boneh sbove it where Miss Jomes! body was
Tound., The main pert of the perty was concentrated at these two likely
locations for it was there that the smow hed piled to its greatest depth,
and, of course, two bodies had been recoversd from this sres. However,
Chet Ullin, Ray Bright, and I went sbove the lergest ice £zll and
probed around just above it where the snow had niled up to depthas of
Tour to fifteen feet., We fund that ice pockets were forming st night
Tfrom the previous day's melting snow, meking probing guite difficult:
oneé would probe en alpenstock into the snow and strike somsthing =el1id,
a8 foot or so undernesth the surface, only to find that upon digzing it
out that it wss & big chunk of hard-packed smow end ice. By the end of the
of the second day of szarching, we geve up the use of elpenstocks =nd
ice axes pretty mueh for prubingrﬁggk, and resorted to merely honey-
combing ths ares with holes dug/shovels, Bamboo probing poles
wers useless after the first day, and only an instrument with & sherp
point could be used. This brines to mind that bemboo polas used in
rescuc work should have alpenstock points put on one end of them.

Smell snow slidos arcund us became more pronounced in the
garly aftcrnoon snd it was decided to stop digginz operations shortly
after 2:00 P.M. At 4:00 P.M., the perty returncd to comp Shere we
found Tloyd Larson busy preking Dormblut's body on r peck horse. I
discoverad thrt Sinkey ond Edwerds had tsken & bunch of feked rescuc
bictures, some using Mrs, Sinkey =s o fake body being dug out of the
EMOW .



I did not think thet these faked pictures were needed at 11, =nd the
results on the sereen, in view of the fact that only one girl's body
had been recovered, thus it would tend to lsad everyone to belicve thet
Wrs. Sinkey wes Miss James, would cortainly not sst very —ell with Miss
Jemes' relntives cnd fricnds. T consequently meds on sttocmpt to inter-
copt these picturcs os noticed by copics of redio messages for thot
evening, but we were unsuccsssful in so doing.

The crrival of three Prrk Service men that Meojor 0. A. Tomlinson
of 1ft. Rainier N. P. offered us was certainly epprecinted. Park Rengers,
Bill Butlsr and Taek Brondbent, snd Park Guide RBruece Smith recched
Rulshen Cobin in the ofterncon snd T met them when I returncd with our
perty late the second doy. These mencre trained mountaineers, very
pleasant to work with and I ecn safely say, thet hnd they not arrived
when they did, our overhend would hove hod to work double.

It was necessary to scnd and receive r number of rodio messsges
during the evining of July 24, Plens for the following dey were dis-
cussed with Dr. Bond, ‘feGee, Butler, Broadbent, and Smith. T plannsd to
lecve Sticlmey a2t cemp to act c©s comp mensger beecnuss our secrching work
wes by then considered to bo routine work with prospacts of it lasting
for deya, znd perheps for wesks,

Mr. Ss A Woltmon, fether of Hope Weitman, one of the young
women lest in the slide, amd ¢ =on crrived et Kulshon Cnbin lste in the
cftcrncon end asked permission teo cecompany the porty to zo up the
mountain in the morning. Mr. Weitman and son had driven from Thornton,
Unshington, hired snddle horses &t Gl-eicr %o ink:c them to tha base
cemp, cnd srrived with low oxfords, light wéight overalls, and, gener-
elly speaking, were ill-ettired for mountain climbing. We furnished
them with sufficient clothing to permit them to meke the trip in comfort.

THIRD DAY OF SEARCH

The searching perty mrose at 3:30 A.d. on the third day of the
search (July 25} and by 4:45 A.M. Wwe wWere on our way up the mountsin,
Included in the party were Bill Butler, Jack Broadbent, Bruee Smith,
Ullin, Blackman, the seme CCC crew, Sem English, Mr. Weitmsn and Son,
and myself. ¥%e proceeded to the avalenche erez, at the edgze of whiceh
I stopped Mr. Weitman and allowsd him %o remsin with & CCC boy who was
Stationed &s sentry. I did not ellow him to assist in the digging, but
I permitited his son to work with the eraw. The day's work was unevent-
ful except that we dug up =n elpenstock with e broken thongz beside the
spot where Dornblut's body was recoversd., Te also found ¢ pair of
glasses at the bottom of the crevesse that were leter identified as
belonging to Vens Fisher, one of ths youths who was killed., Wwe ra-
mained at the avalanchs sres until 4:00 P.M. and returned to Kulshan Cabin.

_ During the svening the ususl number of radio mgsseges Were re-
ceived eand transmitted. The hirasd 10-msn crow thet T hed ordered pre—
viously for rslicf burposss, crrived and wore placed undsr the leadership




of Max Eckenburg, the most competent mountainser in the ForBst Service
organization, (either short term or permanent), on the Mount Beker,
The hired crew was largely made up of treil lsberers from other dis-
tricts. Mr. Weitmsn left for Gloeier with his zon »ight after suppsar.

Plans for the following day's search with Tekerburg Butler,
Broadbent, and Smith were mede. These men were tc t:ke the relizf
crew to the slide and I was to remsin in camp with the other crew
which, by thet time, was & sorry looking outfit, A11 of us hed pain-
ful ceses of sunburn.

It is to be noted from the radio messages, toot =-:13 were
being teken et this time, to establish a side camp = . ‘Lo caddle,
about  mile away from the slide. Reasons for not esb~ul saing a
camp at this loeation before this were that it wes -ip ¢ <. to obtain results
sooner thean we did, and we did not have the proper cquip~:nt for camp—
ing in ice fields, It wes learned from the Park Seivice men that it
would be possible to borrow Forester tents and primus stoves from the
Park Service at Paradise Inn, The radio messages give a ruoning
account of the efforts made to get this and othor esquipment for es-
tablishing this sids campi

MeGes ond Bend left for Bd linghem Tuesday, as did Don Cmss.
Chet Ullin plamned leave in ths morning. When Chet left, the
lest of the colloge rapresentatives were gonc. A. D. Fisher, brother
of Vene, srrived and plaaned to go up the mountain with Eckenberg's
eraw,

FOURTH DAY OF SEARCH

I arose with the ssarch erev &t 3:30 A M. on the morning of the
fourth day of the search (Wed, July 26), checkad their squipment and
gave the hired crew instructions as to their responsibilities, ete.
Mox Eckenburg wes placed in charge of the erew, and Bill Butler, Jeck
Broadbent =nd Bruce Smith served as guides. Snm Fnlish and A, D.
Fisher were clso included in the perty, which left comp ot 5:00 A.M.

The first sesrch crew remnined in esmp all doy to doctor up
our sunburnod feces and to clenn up the ¢omp, cut a generous supply of
wood for the cabin, ropair equipmemt, oil shocs, and other incidentsl
tasks, besides to cnjoy = much neesdod rest. A number of radio contancts
were mado that day end dofinite plens for estoblishing = side comp nt
the Saddle were storted.

The searching party returmd to comp shartly before 6 P.M.

Several pieces of wenring cpparel hed beon dug out of the snow
ot widely distributed plseccs but in spite of concentroting on digging
near the places where these nrticles were found, no more bodies wers
reccoverad,

The Perk Scrvice men egreed to remain one more day, whieh fitted
in with our plsns poerfectly,



One mamber of the hired scerching erew refused to go boek up the
mountain in the morning and after sating suppor left for Glaci=sr,

Several radio messages were received and transmitted during the
evening, most important of which had to do with the plan for establishing
the saddle camp. TIn view of the fact thet the saddle camp Was planned
to be established Friday, and that the hired search crew would be Te-
leased when this camp Was in order, I planned on using this crew
Thursday and reat up thes CCC crew for back packing the saddle camp in
Friday. Consequently the semrching perty for the fifth day of the
search was the same =3 for ths previous day, except for the one men

who gquit.

FIFTH DAY OF SEERCH

I orose with the day's searching party (Thursday, July 27) =t
5:30 A.M. and checked it out et 4:15 A.M. Fourteen men comprised the
perty. T remained in cemp and msde plens for estoblishing tho saddle esmp,
Fridey. Several radio messages were reccived and transmitted during
the doy, chiefly concsrning the esteblishmont of the camp. The CCC
¢rew remsined st Kulshan Cabin continuing to doctor up sunburned faces.
Two of the CCC enrollees were severely burned end . as they wers suffer—
ing considerebly, I relensed thom in the morning rmd sent them back to
the CCC camp for medicol treatmont, The rost of the cruw warked ot
0dd jobs eround the cobin, snd same worked on the trail near Cemp.

The dey's searching party contimmed with the routine saorch but
eside from the ocensionsl pieces of weering mpparel or cquipmont thet
vare picked up, no further cluss were found as to tho loeation of add-
itionel bodies. Tha party returned th the cebin nt gupper time,
approximntoly =t 6:00 P.M. Church Mountnin Lovkout, George Duwson,
was abls to view the search party ms it ceme ncross the snow fislds
west of tho seddle and rediced this information to the base esmp eoch
day. By doing this, the bnse cemp ¢ould time the nrriwval of the

senrch porty at the end of cach day's work, ond have meals ready - - RREEE =

for it when it returned,

During the lnte afturnoon, Lloyd Larson arrived with the
supplies end squipment f'or ths camp £t the saddle, and during the even-
ing we sorted out, pwportioned, cnd preked it in individunl poek sncks
ond peek bonrds,

The usuel number of radio contnctis ware mede during the day and
evening. The Prrk Service men, Butler, Broadbent, end Smith, left
for Glacier after supper, -

SIZTH TAY OF SEARCH
Friday morning, July 28, found the whole enmp arising 2t 3:30

AM. All availeble help was used backpacking the supplies and equip-
ment to the =ide comp nt the saddle,
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Max Eckenburg, Do Stickney, Tony Geri, Sam Engl ish, eight hired
searchers, Don Blackman, and eight CCC enrollees left Kulshan Cebin at
4:30 A.M« The party could not all traverse the large crevasse below
the saddle so Mux, whom I left in charge of this camp, Howard Puull, the
only volunteer among the hired seasrch crew to join the camp, and Sam
English continued over the crevasse and the remasinder of the party assis-
ted them in hoisting the supplies and equipment to the east edge of the
crevasss from where the saddle cemp crew could pack it on to the camp
site. The back packers returned to Kulshan Cabin while the side cemp
crew spent the rest of theday in establishing their cemp. They were
joined by Herb Graybeal end Don Coss Friday svening, Graybssl remesined
as g member of the seddle cemp far the balenec of its gay, while Coss
helped in the search Saturdey &nd returned to Ballingham, Sunday.
Another volunteer (mrome on file st Glacier) secrchor joined this camp
crew during the weck end ond remeined with it until it was obandoned

the following Fridoy (Ausust4).

I left Tony Geri, Silver Fir Administretive Guerd, =s radio oper-
g2tor and coordinntor of nctivities at Kulshon Crbin., He wes to keep in
contoct with the saddle eonmp crew vim roadio, ms Eekenbursz wos furnished
& PF radio set, A smnll CCC trail meintenance crew wos left et the
cebin to wark on trsil work =nd to assist the sprrching erow in casa
boekpacking or trensportation of cdditional bodios wos necded,

The remeining CCC anrocllces, the hired sesrchers, cnd myself laft
for Gleeier aftcr lunch,.

REMATNDER OF THEE SEARCH

Eckenburg and his crew at the saddle continued with the search,
doing their intensive digging during the cooler morning hours, and lay-
ing off dwring the heat of the day when the danger of additionsl slides
and the opening up and closing of crevasses became more pronounced,

The crew covered the entire slide sres, but concentrated on the lower
crevasse and the bench above it as most of the snow from the avalanche
had piled up in thesa two vlaces, Tunnels were sunk end trenches ten
feet deep were dug in the lower crevasso where snew from the slide had
piled up from forty to fifty feet deep. The work continued until Fridey,
+fugust 4, vhen the erow broke camp and returned to Glacisr that even-—

ing,.

Assistant Supervisor Fromme, MeGee, Dr. Bond, Chot Ullin end
myself met as a committos in Bellinghsm on Wednesday, August 3 and dis-
cussed plans for continuing with the search, TFunds were low end it
Wwas necsssary to take subseriptions from the Wostern Tashington Collegec
students to meot the costs of tho scarching wrrk, The Forest Service
donated its own personncl snd helf the eost of supplies while the
College paid for the remsining share of the cost of suprlies and for
the hired searching erew. It wns cgroed by this committec, that the
search would be ebandoned in its proscnt magnitude md sl]l pressnt
sgarchers werc to be ealled off the meountein, 11 searching parties
sponsored by ths College, werc plannsd to be organizaed for week-end
visits tc the sres to look for bodies should ony be exposed through the
melting snow, whiieh wea catimrted to be going nt the retes of six inchss
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a day immediately after the slide, and about 3 inches a day thareafter
in e¢lear westher. A1l seerching parties were to check in end out

from the Ranger Station at Glacier, arrange for s radio schedule ss

g radio was left at Kulshen Cabin for this purpose, end to check on su-
rplies needed for current sesrching parties. I arranged for s genarous
supply of pmvisions to be left at the cabin, and of course perish=
ables had to be teken in with emsch party.

48 & result of this committee meeting, the program continued as
planned. Chet Ullin mede & couple of visits to the eres sccompanied by
volunteer searchers, as did Don Coss. Hap Frisher, well known member
of the Mt. Baker Hiking Club, slso mede & couple of trips to the scene
of the avalanche. 411 of these trips wers made ot widsly separated
wosk-ends, =nd only during good weathor, =lthough o couple of trips wore
spoilad ot the lost moment By inelement wenther,

These porties reported thet meny erovesses hed oponed up, and
some of the crevasses which ware opon whers our portiss were senrching,
closed up ogain. Deming Glacier wos cstimated to heove moved dowm the
mountein approximetely 100 fest in the gl xty days succceding the sval-
rnche. These facts further complieatcd sesrching sctivities, and the
hopes of recovering ndditionel bodies groduclly diminished with the
rpproach of frll,

A8 r genersl guide in ony secrching <jork thot might be deme this
coming summer, I believe that the likeliest pleco where sdditionsl
bodies mny be found is in the large crovesse where Dornblut's body wea
rocovercd. This is the bese of the slide and the placs whers by fer
the greetest deposit of snow w=os mnds. T belicve thot this erevasse will
rem=in open for meny years until it moves well down the mountnin,

Chunks of ice snd other deposits of snow will neturally feil into this
crevasse from time to time, perheps burying the bodies to grecter

depthe, but T om pretty much convinced that if nny more bodies aere o be
found, they will most likely be found in this ons crevasse. T don't

mecn to soy that parties should not lock slsewhore over the d ide nren,
for it is possible thct ons or more bedies might hove lodged nenr ice
frlla cbove, but by far ths grectest rossibility of loenting the ra-
maining bodies lies in the lerger crevesse ot the bottom of the avalenchs,

CONCLUSION

The preceding informstion gives = running sccount of the his-
tory of the ovelanche cnd of thesenrching work that followed. Much
more, in fact volumss could b: writisn =bout these subjects.

This report in itself, is not complete for it does not contain
8 map of the area, nor does it contain newspaper elipping=s. Perhaps
clippings may be filed in tha Supervisor's office, The list of the
searching crews is not 100% accurate for sometimes volunteer searchers
would join in the werk for an hour or two =nd then leave =5 suddenly
as they hed come. A number of photographs were taksn of the slide and
of sesrching activities,
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Not all of the photos belong in our official colleection. The photo-
graphs which I took, and which form & pert of this report, sre the only
oIfficial photographs of thesearching work. I heve printed s concise
description on each photo to facilitate easier identificstion. Others
talting photographs were ILoye McGee, Art Coss, Don Coss, Dr. Bond, Dr.
Muencker, Lin Jenson, Rolt Tenson, Dave Jenkins, Fob MeBeath, Sam
English, Chet Ullin, Ray Bright, Max Eckenburg, and the three commer-
cial photogrephers--Perryman, Sinkey, and kdwards. Perhaps sane of

the women survivers of the climbing party slso took pieturcs preceding
snd shortly after thc avalanche,

A record of the cost of this searching work was kept and copies
wore filed at both the Glecisr and Bellinghem offiecs.

This tragie ending to what wes going to be the twenty-second
successful annual W. W. College Mt. Baker climb is not the first fatasl
climbing accident on this mountain--nor will it be the last, The only
other casualty to come tc my attention oceurred in 1912 when the pres-
ident of the British Columbis Hiking Club stepped backwerds while tek-
ing pictures and fell hesdlong into e eravesse, His body was spear-
headed into the icy cavern and oould not be oxtricated until the
following morning. FEe hed frozem to desth during the night.

Befors closing, mention should be made of outstanding work per-
farmed by members of the searching parties. Chet Tllin end Don Coss
both felt terribly bad because they had been assistent guides during
the climb and svparsntly balicved ths responsibility rested upon their
shouldsrs. This accident could ke vo happened to sny perty. The fect
that both these fellows worked feverishly, under terrific mental
siraein, in the most dengerous places, immedistely after the avelanchs
cceurred, in & vain ottempt to rescus the vietims-—(they froed Miss
Beers)--speaks of their sterling quelities s mounteinesrs. Their
continued efforts in our searching crews ware eguelly as fine.

Dr. Bend end Loye MeGee served well in their work around the
base camp., The Fark Service men were excepiionally high calibre
men &nd their kmowledge of glacier mork was generously imperted to
all members of our parties. Sam English, Herb Graybeal, (end later
Hep Fisher and the other volunteers at “the ssddls camp)} are to be
commended on their splendid vork, All of the Forest Service personnel
performsd in its usual sificisnt menner, Special msntion is mads of
max Eckenburg whose lesdership and knowledge of mountain climbing is
& marked asset to tha Glacier District wherc sueh activities are so
important. His parformance was aiperb. Don Pleackmen and his crew of
CCC enrolless did y=omen service end certainly worked under the most
severe conditions that any of ths partics had to contsnd with,

In addition, our sesrching parties erc indeed indebted to the

Western Washington College and the Mt. Bekor Hiking Club for the use
of their Kulshen Cabin as = basc CEMD.,
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Mrs. Ella Higginson, Bellinghom's noted poet ond writer of
prose, touched =znd stirreod by the trogedy on ME. Baker wrote
"A Sopulchre of Snow" which is reprinted in this report because it
reflects the opinion of & number of people who hove talked about
thz possiblities of finding the remaining bodiea.

A SEPULCHERE (F SNOT - by Mrs. Ells Higginson

0f =11 beautiful buriel pleces on this lovely

earth, if T might choose my own, my choiec would surely
be to lie in the depths of 2 crevasse, covered with
perpetusl spow; and with my mme invisibly etched by
God updn a mojsstic mountrin for an enduring moment,

Think of the sunrises and the ainsets: think of
the moonlight on thoss silvery slopes; think how large
and brilliant are the stsrs thot keep censeless watch
ovar those ailent ploees,

Through the eges to be dantified with one of
the most berutiful mounteoins known: to lie there fore
evar, oo the silver erest of the world, close to God=-
my brothers, do you know onything lovelier sftor desth
than this would bey
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SECTION 11

RADIO MESSAGES

(SPF-7) Gooding "Bellinzhem Herald” to Associated Press
IIT&I[B- 4:&& PiMl '?;EE

Glacier, Tuly 23, 1940, A fifteen man searching party probed
Mount Beker's western slopes todey in an effort to locate bodies of
five Western Washington Cocllsge students killed in =& sweeping ava-

lanche Seturday =fternoon.

A sixth body, that of 4lice James, Arlington, was recovered
Saturday evening by members of the annuel college hike party. The
body will be brought out by pack horse over ten miles of tortuous

trail Sundsay.

The avalanche swept down on the twenty-five hikers from the
Rom=n Wall, 100 fest bslow the sammit, as they wers scaling the moun-

tain.

All twenty-five were knocked down. Miss Jamss and Meyoard
Howett, Seesttle; Julius Dornblutt, Alderwood Manor; Vens Fisher,
Coupeville; Hope Weitman of Thornton, Weshington; Beulsh Lindberg,
Simms, Montans, were unable to escape.

The tregedy, cne of the worst sver to cccur om Mount Bakesr,
was the first in twenty-two wyoors for the collsgc.

Cause of the svrlanche, ostimatod to be more then one-~holf
mile in length, was l=id to sodden snow and extremsly hot weaiher.

Leading the searching party were Don Coss and Chet Ullin,
elimb guides, and 7illism Porke, U. S. districet ranger. McGee tnd
Ir. E. &, Bond of the collese were in cherge nt seerch hecdguerters
at timberline Kulshen Cobirm,

The Glacier C.C.C. Camp wWas also assisting along with the
Forest Service.

{SPF-7) MeGee to Burns Trens. 6:05 P.M, 7/23

Burns, Glacier R. S. :

Bodies will be leaving within 45 minutes by horsebmck. DPlease
meet packirain at end of treil. Will be dark upon arrival,

Give whatever eid possible,




(SFF=7) Parke to Flory Trans, 8:45 2.M 7/23

Favorable progress being made by searching party.

Doubtful if more men will be needed at the present time &5 only
a8 limited uumber can bs worked effectively. Will notify you if & re-
lief e¢revw will be needed 2t a latsr dote.

We are not taking eny unnecessary chences in our searching work
and relatives of all members of our party should be notified to this
effect os I am sure considerable concern will be in evidence as tc the

safaty of the men.

Mr. MeGees, of the Western Washington College requestad that the
nemes of sll Forest Sarviee and CCC men participating in the searching
work be released to all news sgencies. The list of names is as follows:

William N. PArKe.cssusssaansensnssnnrencsns.District Ranger
Dol StiekneyeissicesansssnssesssansassanssasnsPTotoctive Asatt.
HEEOLph . F. SOE;: cnamem - suc st snsmeysrmeaess e linlng Guard

I L b o R P A0 3 O o T e T e

DOD BiRCEMAN . avsasantanrasnansascansscsres=.00C Foreman

10 o L el e R e e b Dl o 1 o P e v 1ot LTI

L] o o - o e o e o do
MBI TR O evatasafonala istatsves st oya eiatess o o (R EToa s e ra e ioTe do
=l e e e B o e e R T L O e s o o do
Eyeratt Bemt et on. e e e do
1§11 E120 o ol £ o i v =) L e R i O e do
RobeTt dMeDant el <oy, ool i S aainms. o i do

{SPF-7) Iomg to Parke Rec, 10:25 A.M. 7/24

I do not want you to feel that we are afraid that you are not
doing your job thoroughly, because we know that you are going the
limit, but we are wondering if you have suffieient number of men to
have propsr relief in your present erecw,

If our CCC boys are mot equsl to the task, specify tha twvpe
of men you want amd we will get them (at any cost).

We want to guard sguinst any possible comsback =s o the pro-
gress beins mede in this ssason.

e want to do everything in ocur power to Tescus these bodies,
Ve will supply you with o sufficicnt number of men to meks this seareh
continucus. "¢ do not want any let up whatscever in this ssarech. Te
want to gucrd ogeinst eny possible eriticism by the press, the reasders
end 2156 the reletivss of the vietims, The relatives are =%111 hope=
ful, We must continue our search with the same hope and interest. Do
not spsre the expsnse.

We will supply vou with anything you desirs; squipment, mesn and
supplies of a nature that 2id you in ths progress of this seareh,

——




(SPF~7) Professor E. A. Bond to President Fisher Trans. 10:30 AM. 7/24

President Fisher:

A crew of 7 men from college

4 Forest Service employees
SCC men
camers men

- I o

A searching party of 17 are searching today. Weather conditions
good exeept warm. We have all equipment and supplies that are necessary
for the time being.

Are there any suggﬁétiona?

(SPF-7) Hiatt to Geri Rec. 2:17 P.M 7/24

Weitmen, father of Hope Weitmsn iz on his way in, See that he
is takon care of. But adviss him sgainst going up the mountein
exeept with the roseus party.

(SPF=7) President Fishsr to Perke Rec. 2:25 P.M. 7/24

Miss Elizabeth Boers who was in the elimbing party, reports that
she saw where Miss Beulsh Lindberg went down., She says that Miss Bsulsh
Lindberg went down mear the precipice whore she (Bocrs) was rescusd,
She cume nesr going over this preeipice. She saw Miil¥ Lindberz to the
right of her (right going up mountain) as Miss Lindberg was carried
ovir precipicc mecr iee buttes. Miss Beers fesls that Miss Lindberg is
in this sree, Thie is the aren There Miss Jomsa! body wo=s found.

Note: Oas of the perty on the hill saved ifiss Bears by grabbing
nhsr by the =rm.

(SPF=7) Hictt to Perke Rec. 3:20 P,M, 7/24

Hiatt wants to go over plans for tomorrow with Prrke nt first
opportunity aftsr Perke retums to efaiinis [

{SPF=7) Porks to Lonzg Trans. 5:00 P.M. 7/24

Mr, Cholmer, Don Sinkey, Photogropher for Movietons News, end
C. L. Edwards, Fhotographer for “nraomount News, took feked pietures of
the rescus work- this wos considered as detrimentsl to the roseus work.
The Forest Service should wire Jeek Heney, News Editor for Movietona
Wews at 460 West 54th Street, New York, New York, cnd W. P. Montegue,
News Editor for Prramount News ot 544 West 43rd Street, New York, and
instruct them thot all faked Pletures must be censored,
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4150 wire C. L. Methiew, Editor For News of the Day, at 4350
west 56th Street, to request copies of zll pictures tsken by these
three news agencies during our seerching work; to be forvarded io
Forest Supervisor in Bellinshem, Tashington, immedistely =s they are
to be used for Foresi Service sducation sané other purrcoses.

(SPF-7) Tarke to Burns Trans. 5:17 7/24
LATTrencse SUrns:

Meet. C. L. BEdwarda, of Peramount Mews, and Chdlmer D. Sinkey,
of “lovietone News: +they left ¥ulshsn Cabin about & P.'f. on the MMount
Cgkcr Trail,

Tnform thsse msn thet sll faked picturss token by them this morn-
ing must bs ecnserad s= the Forest Service considers sueh picturcs a
datriment to ocur vork. o &re wiring the sditors of their respoctive
n.ws ageneics thet 21l feiced pictures must not be printed.

Also inform them thei though 7o epprociate their cfforts in
gotting their pieturcs, we feel that they hove e suffieicnt number of
good shots of our sctual scearching ~ork so that foked pictures arc not
necossery. Toll thom T cppreciste their cofforts in coming up here.

Trens., 5:20 P.M. 7/24

No bodies hewve been recovered today.

Wews release lszter this evening.

(SPF-7) licGee to Burns Trans, 6:03 P.M 7/23  BULLETIN

Burns:
Clacier Ranger Station

Body of Julius Dornblutt Jr. recovered.
Part of searching party still on hill. Seerching party OK.
Roelease to all news sgencies,

T: L. !TeGes

(3FF-7) FParke to Long Trans. 7:45 P.M. 7/24

Ha H. Long:

T™n reference to my messase regerding censoring ell faked rescus
pictures taken this morning by ¥Mr. Sinkey end Mr. Edwards, T might adi
that some pictures Tere itaken of Mrs. Sinkey who w@s acting in the role
of ons of the bhodies ecsught in the evalanche.
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(SPF-7) Perke to Long (cont.]) 7/24

I do not know if we have the power locally to stof such faked
pictures from being relsased; it is my thousht that we should inform
the Regional (ffice end, if necessary, the Washington Office to cemnsor
all faked rescue shots. These inelude 811 pictures taken of men not
members of the searching party, performing in this work for the news
shots by engezing in digging operations, ineluding thet of digging up
& body.

Both of these photographers took such & great deal of pictures
of our men actuelly in our rescus operati ons that faked pictures are

not necessary.

The photographers took these feked pictures without Forest Service
approval and left Kulshan Cebin before my party returned from ssarch-
ing operations. I made an effort to head them off befors they loft
Glacier but they had left for Seattle.

It may be possible to secure immediate action to censor thess
by reaching them at thair Seattle asddresses before the films are
sealed and sent tc New York for composition.

(SPF-7) Parke te Hiatt Trens. 8:45 P.M. 7/84 TRGENT

Hiett:

I am grateful for ihe &rrivel of the three Rainer Nationsl Park
Tengers as their experiencs in working in snowfields will be of ines-
timable value. T slso appreciate the assistance of Chet Ullin end
Don Coss, both of whom were members of the ill=-feted climbing perty.
Both of these men sre in need of rest and Don Coss is goinz to remein
in camp tomorrow while Chet will cecompany us again tomorrow, &8s well
o5 the three Park Service rangers. Other volunteer men heve roturncd
homo ond it will now be our full rosponaibility to cerry on the rescus
work. T am scnding Long ¢ list of our future needs, £s to men nnd
egquipment,

Progrom for tomorrow: 4:00 AuMe vessessssse.Brookfast
4:3{] .At!'-‘]’ iiiiii LELEL BLE NN 1.71 Kulﬁhaﬂ ﬂ-ah iIl
&t DOFPRS SoTeTe et tatala oot o Start Return Journcy.

Members of the party besides myself, will be the three Park
Service men, Chet Ullin, Don Blackman, Vence Alberg, Sam English, and
six CCC men. We left all equipment at the scens of the avalanche, so
that we will be able to meke good time in travelling, It tekes four
herd hours to reach the avelanche from here. Work will continue to
about £ P. M. when we will stert return journey. ZEarly departure is
Decessary because of snow slides whieh begin about this time esch day
in this sres. I will not permit men to work under these hazards,

-5-



(SFF-7) Parke to Hictt Trans, 8:45 P.M., 7/24 [cont, )

Fifteen men were actually ensared in digsing operations today;
relief crews will be noedsd tomorrow so that pert of our present crew

cen rest Wednesday.

I shall appreciate any comments or suggestions you may make.
Vie are doing everything in cur power at the present time and with the
reliable leadership of the Park Service men, we will be able to split
up our crews into smeller unlta. Am retaining Stickney at the cabin
25 CAmp mEneger.

(SPF-7) Parke to Hiatt Trans, 9:45 P.M. 7/24

Lawrence Burns was left a list of equipment brought in by first
perty, For confirmstion this party brought in 15 long bamboo poles for
probing work, 10 headlights, 1 electric lantern, 3 pair colored glassss,
sunburn lotion, €& pack bhoards, and a large first aid kit.

We hed been informed that bedding, cooking outfits, food for
one dey for whole ecrew, were available mt the cmbin. Climbinz ocut~-
fits composed of salpine sticks, ice—axes, colored glasses, crampons,
terpaulin ropes, etc., were io be secured from members of the climbing
party, especially from women survivors who would not be working in the
Tescue WoTk.,

We are making a list of our needs this evening and will send
it in immediately to go up with tomorrow mornings' pack train, Soms
food, ordered by the colleze, we heve been using. We ordersd food on
different occasions. A record of these orders should have been kept
at Church Mountain and at Glacier,

{SPF-7) Hiatt to Perke Trens. 9:45 F.M. 7/24

How many men con you work safely on your job? If you cen
work more men safely than you heve would you rather have more CCC men
Lomorrow or more sxperienced men day after tomorrovw. Burns ready to
bring in crew of CCC men if nceded tamorros.

(SFF-7) Parks to Long Trans. 10:15 P.M. 7/24

Your messsge roceived end can definitely seay now that the search-
ing work will likely have to continue for some tima, It should be rec-
ognized that we¢ are working under considerablec difficulty heving to ob-
sorve ell sofety factors sttendant to digging operstion in ersvassss
surrounded by snow fields in which smallsr slides are in cvidence cach
aftcrnoon., The avalenche piled up snow to depths of £ fty fest and it
is unwisc to work large erews in concentretod aress. We are making
every cffort to cover every squers foot of the avalenehe in which the
bodiss ere likely to be found end are HAgeging down to depths of 5 feet
?n all of thesc areas, It is likely thet mme of the bodies are buried
in depths up to fifty feet. If this ts the case it will teke months to
racover the bodiass,




We are operating at these smaller depths first in order to cover
the maximum surface srea as soon as possible. Our crews have stood up
exceptionally well but we will need relief crews tomorrow to relieve
some of our men Wednesdey. Then we will wark in shifts. I would like
eén experienced cook immediately, also 3 CCC flunkies. These should
arrive here early tomorrow afternoon.

In addition, T would like to have Max Eckenburg called in from
Chilliwack tonight and ‘report here es soon as he can mske the trip.

I would alsc like to have an additiomal ten men of exceptional
hiking qualitiszs and sndurance to report here not later than tomorrow
evening so that they can secure sufficient rest tomorrow nmight to en-
able them to work effectively VWednesday morning. Five of these men can
be key CCC men, but T would like to have at least five possessed of
qualities of lesdership. Perhaps five of them could be seewed froa
cur Tire gusrd list, possibly oms or two of these could be P.A's,

Jur foocd supplies have elready been satisfactorily taken cars
of, some of it jointly with the College. We will request additional
supplies from time to tims, For the most part, our equipment has also
been setisfectory though most of it has boen borrowed from members of
the original elimbing party.

The ten men coming in tomorrow, and Eckenburg, should be
equipped with some good sun zlesses of the darkest coler poasible and
of the highest qunlity. Thess glesses should heve cir vents so that
the oyes will not sweat. These men should slso be equipped with
2ood calked boots, several peirs of socks, towsls, toilet srticles
(if desired), ond socd jackets to protoect them from strong ecold winds,
Bedding is already hers.

We ere working with the highest spirit possible under the cir-
cumstances. We will do everything in our power to get the bodies out
as we are aware cf the tremendous anxiety that the pasrents concerned
have. T mppreciate your bascking in this work and will most certainly
not let you down. If we find that we need anything you can bet that
we will call you and not spare the expense on the effort.

(SEF-7) Perke to Hiatt Trans. 8:35 A.M. 7/25

In reply to your messages of last night.

We can work only ten to fifteen men safely at the scene of the
accident dus to presence of edditional snaller slides, The main slide
i1s sbout half mile long snd ebout five cheins wide, covering spprox—
imetely trenty =eres.

& small radio, poseibly & PF set might be helpful at the ava-
lanche; so send one up at the first opportunity ond & radic operstor.

==




(SPF-7) Parke to Hiatt Trons. B:35 A.M. 7/25  Con't)

It is not sufe £s yeb to work larger crews but I will notify you
immediataly if 1 deem it :dviscble to inereese the menpower over whet 1
orderad 1. messgge to Long last night.

No cook is neaded ¢t the avelanche but we might establish & smull
side camp &t the saddle luzter on if we feel that we cen work more offective—
ly be this meeng. Will notify you of this matter later 78y,

{SPF-T) Hiztt to Stickney  Rec. 10 i.M. 7/25

C-mp M:m~gar:

New man have bgen ordered from Bellinghsm. Will be gu:rds from
other districts »s f r - s possible. Time of arriv-l is still uncert=in.
We will .dvise you =s soon :s possible.

Eckenberg -nd three CCC flunkizs should -rrive .t ecbin by noon.

(SPF-7 Psrke to Fromme Tr.ns. 4:05 P.M. 7/25

Mr. Fromme:

I om sending in tommorrow with Don Coss three rolls of film, finan-
ced by me .nd tiken with my c:mer:, of virious scenes of our rescue work.
Pirt of one film weas used in teking fimily picturas. &m h:wving pn trke
these rolls to you for devaloping .nd vh.tever pictures you considar of
ony use, ccn be included in the Forest Service collaction. I wmant :. copy
of ©li negetives wnd « Lrint of scch picturs thet is good.

(SPF=7) Hiutt to Perke Recs & .M.  7/25

Runger Porke:

Fen men ind cook will leuve Gleocier at 6:00 P.M. Theay had dinner
before leaving sc will not need much after getting into c:mp. They cre
sll Forest Service smployees from other districts, mostly tr=il men.
They zre 411 good men tnd experisnced.

Whut do you think of tha foellowing pleng

Continued secrch bel:ince of this week, with present crew. Work-
ing them in two shifts on ltern=te éiys. If not successful by thut
time, mowe a c.mp of 5 or 6 men into scddle newr avil:inche .nd let thenm
hindle the sewrch from then on. Cemp in saddle ein be supplied by CCC
Buck pockers from Kulshin Cubin. If you think camp on mount: in cdvis-
nble, figure out equipment nesded so we cin start rounding it up. Also
suggest you t:ke ¢ d.y in comp, yourself, tomorrow «s you hive o nhola
summer! g work chawd yet on other -etivities znd there is no eull to give
your self off on this job. Mrs. Porke and femily :re fine. im returning
to Bellingh:m tomight le.ving Burns in ch.rge hers, but cen coma back
enytime if nscess.ry.




(SFF=7} Hiatt to Parke Rec, 7 P.M. 7/25

Parke:

R. 0. feels that work of recovering bodies no longer an emergency
with lifes at stekse and therefore ouestion of financing has coms up at
bresent time. Are waiting reply to a wire to Washington, requesting epp-
rovel to continuc, Ve are mlso requesting financial aid from county
sheriff's office, This is not for publicstion end is given you at this
time as it may have some offect on your plans. Will sdvise as soon as
additional information is roceived.

(SPF-7) S, As "eitmen to Hiatt Trems, 7:00 P.M. 7/25

Hiat+t:

In comfort ond sympsthy to relstives and all conesrned in this
accldent, I wish %o say that I have been on the nob ~ll dey and have
gone 1nto every dstail with the men in chargs. They are cipable and all
doing everything pussible % recover the bodiss, which I Tcel csrtain
Will be Torthcoming in duc Limo.

Sinceroly,
Sefis Jeitman
Thornton, ‘ashington,

(SFF-7) Parke to Hiatt Tr=ns, 7:08 P.M. 7/25

Hintts

#8 #ill have news bulletin for release in about an heur. Will
try to answer your lest messary at thet time. Jould appreciate if you
remain at Glacier until we can formulate cur plans for the next few days,

(SPF-7) Psarke tc Hiztt Trans, 8:15 PJM. 7/25

Nows Bullstin to Hiatt

Our party of 15 left Kulshan Cabin this morning at 4:45 and was
favured with ths best weathsr for our rescue work that we have had to date,
Ineluded in the party were Mr. S. A. deitmen =nd scn of Thornton, Washe-
ington, who woanted to visit the sesne of thesvalanche which claimed the
lifs of his daughter, H.pe Weitmen,



(SPF-7 Parke to Hiatt Trans. 8:15 P.M. 7/25 Continued

Several likely spots in which bediss might be found were carefully
saarched and cpne crew covered the large crevasse st the base of the slide

quite thoroughly, We found no bodies but recovered =n alpenstock which
hed & broken thong as the result of its being torn away from the wrist of

¢ne of the vietims, A pair of §.ld rimmed glasses were alsc found snd it
is believed that thoy bélonged o either Vens Ficher or Julius Dernklut Jr,

They were found in the lsrge crevasse approximately thirty feet sway frem
the spot where Julius Dernblutts body was rescvered., A handkerchief was
also found,

The danger of mcre slides appesrs to have leasened snd the orsW was
able to work withcut this mental hszard tuday for the first time. As &
result of this were sble te dc much more work thsn cn any previous day. A
relief crew of 17 msk will return tc the avalanche cordy tomerrow,. Insse-
el a8 ths snow is now repidly melting it is cxpected that s.me of the
wdies will be mere easily recovercd. The snow has piled up in depths of

skree to about fifty fﬁez in crevasses and ccnssquently considersble delay
iight result if 3.me of the bodies ars buried very d2ep. The twc bedies

which were recovered, were buried under sbout three fost of SNOW,

Two airplanss circled arcund the mountein this afterncon apparently
to obsorve our rescue activities and perhaps tc take plctures of the ava-
lanche,

Cen you send us some baek issues of vericus newspIpers tomorrow
with Licyd Larson? Jo are anxicus t¢ know whet we have been doing the
rust Tew days so we con write it in our diariss,

(SFF-T7) Bruce Smith (Perk Serviece Guide) to Clark E. Schurmsn «t Par=zdise
Inn, Trans, ':140 P.M. 7/25

Mr. Clsrk Schurman
Guide House, Paredise, Rainier Nationel Park

Vork progressing well due to able lesdership anpd theexecellent coop-
eraticn and teamwirk shown by the men,

The Schurman harness has proven itsslf to be an exeellent time-ssver
for the rescue crew,

Thursday night was given as my deadline., I8 it possible tc secure
en extension? If nct, plesse ecntact Mr, Sedsgren to find out if he wants
his enrsent around,

Butler and Brozdbent send regards,
Sinecersly,

Brace B, Smith
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(SPF-7) Parke tc Histt Tans, 8:50 F.M. 1/25

Hiaztt:

Regarding your l=st message I heartily endorse your suggested
plan. I Ead plenned on establishing 2 cemp 4t the seddle tomoerrow and
remain here in camp in the mcrning t- supervise its estoblishment, I
had also planned on alternating ecrows s¢ you etn see cur minds run along
the same channel. A enmp at the saddle weuld be advistble and I will
plan on estsblishing cne thore at ths end f the week if the remaining
bodies are net found by thet time. I will hewve a l1ist of equipment =nd
supplies ready in ample time should the camp be necaessary. Rather fhan
T e e e o SR ER O T 0oL IRT S 8 TRTS PRECEASED SRaTeP
ks = perfect sctup fur using airplane.

Hew long will it bo advisable to¢ use the three Rainier Park Service

ren? They are exceptionally good men and I am grateful in having them
sent up herc.

Please infurm Mrs. Yerke and family +that I am getting elong fins.
duuld like to heve Blackie check on the wood supply 2t home and help out
¥rs, rarke whencover poessible,

{SPF-T7] Parke to Hiztt Trans. 9:05 PM, 7/25

To Hiatt:

My last message to you was written befors I received your laotest
message o this present schedule, Conssquently I will esait further in-
formation from you regarding firnasnces befors planning on the astablish=

mont of = camp at the seddlse,

(SPF-7).  Hi=tt to Purke  Rec. 10:00 P.lM. 1/25

Toc Poarko:

I feel we should proceed with sesrch as planned until definitely
ordeored t. coase., But should held up establishing camp st saddle until
tonorrow o see if we hear friom Jashington, Xeep Pork Service npen balance
of the week if they are willing tc stay, fir as long a5 you have & lsrge
ereW lack of funds will probably meke CCC backpacking of camp tu s=ddle
necessary if it put in.

{SPF-7) Stickney to Burns Trans, 1/26

Burna;

Jle went 3 CCC trail mem with trail mainternance tuols and personal
effects fur one week sent up tamorrow. There is suffieient bedding here,




(SPF-7) Ueitman to Purke Rec. 8:30 A.M. /26

il

FParke:

I have now contacted father and nmother of Vene Fisher., They aay
that glasgses found in crovasse yesterday fit deseription of those worn
by Vene Fisher. Possible thz=t Fisherts body is elcae by. Dornblut had
case in poeket, Notsure that his glasses were not in esse, perhaps you
know,

(SFF=-7) Paorke tc Hiatt Trens, 9:30 A M. 7/26

Hiatt:

Regerding Mr, S. A, ‘Weitran's message to me which I reoceived this
morning about the gild rirmed speetacles found in erevasse yesterday,
Chet Ullin checked tho spectacle case in Julius Dornblutts pccket but
did nct (pen it tu sse iT glusses wWere there. The spectscles mateh thosze
wirn by Vene Fisher in his pieture .n the front psge «f Hondayts Herald.
Vénets bfcther, who is herz, could not positively identify thenm, ‘euld
suggest that check be made with Julius Dornblutts parents. The identie
ficuticn nurber on the glasses BiL Hi Bo 1/10 12K G.F. Perhaps sn optime-
gtristts check ocn this will oglear it up. ©Chet Ullin is tsking ther out
today.

(SFF-7) Perke tc Long Trons. 9:40 A.M. 1/26

To Harry Long:

Plan on keesuing Tuny Gerl sither ot Kulshan Cabin cr at cur pro-
pusad canp at the saddle for as long as this search lasts, He is needed
fur redic ouperskor and cther duties. Consequently it is icperstive thet
we £ill his position at Silver Fir until Tony returns, If funds sre avail-
able for this replscement, I would like tc have Blackie Burns contact
Lewis Hemmond irmediately to take Tony's plece and give him the necessary
instructions for the job. Humomondte eddress can be found on his last 676,

(SPF-7) Perke to Flory Trens. 9:55 Al 7/26

To Supervisor flory:

Am viondering if Rancer Therpnton would like to wisit the Bcens of
the avalanche tomorrow with me,., AS you know, the avalanche was entirely
on the Baker River District (being on Deming Gl=cier}, and inasouch a8
thiz was the logieal plece to work frop and becsuss I was 1n o better po-
siticn to give immediste aid, I sssured the respensibility without cone-
sulting ycu, theugh I informed Harry Long in advance of oy intended plans.
I am sure .altor would like to visit the scene of the tregedy and under-
stand the setion 1 heve taken,

-]




(SFF~7) Parks tu Flory Trans. 7:55 AW, 7/26 Cuontinued

If dalter is to aceoppany me tonoerrow he should reach Kulshan
Cabin early tcnlsht so he will get ample rest vefure meking the climb.

(SPF=-7) Schurpesn tc Suith Rec, 1/26

To Snith:
All Reinier mon wanted back as scon a3 possible,

{SFF=7) Lung to Porke Rec. 5:15 P,M. 7/26

Toe Porke:

In refersnce tu your note ccneerning Ranger Thornton, inedvisable
for Thornton toc be thers tomorrow beecause he has his hands full with prea-
sent duties. It wes logical fur ycu to handle this sesrch regardless of
district b.undaries becauss of your nearness to the secens, Y.our ection
is opprecicte by Thornton as well as all cthers concernsd.

(SPF=T) Parke to Hictt Trans. 6:45 F.l, 1/26

Hiatt:

Can only zet une Forest service espluyee to join crew at Saddle
Carp tonorrow, CCC men are anxious to oo there but would suggest estab-
lishing 5 ren comp nowe Is it QuKe tc usc two COC volunteers to £ill
our erew ot Seddle Carp? Reply immedistely as I sust meke plans for
tommorrow right oway,

(SP¥-7) Nuws Rolemse from Purke t. Hirtt Trans. 7:00 B.M, 7/26

News Relsose tc Hiott:

L porty of sixtoen men zzain visited ths scens of the avnlanche
today, leaving KHulshan Cabin at 5:00 A, M. bodies were recovered tcday
but cn Argus camera carried by a victim was found on the same bench that
Allce James body was found,

The methud of preobing for bedies was abandoned yesterdsay and
shovels are now used entirely because of the fact that iee poekets are
mmerous in the anow for spprecinble distances,

The snow is melting repidly cn the zleciers, Moasurcments have
been tuken =nd fiund that the snow melts an svorape of over six inechas
per day. At this rate it is sepectcd thet the snow will soon disappear
ot those places whers the snow piled up to dspths of four fset or less,
If the bodiea are not at these lower depths then seurching cperaticns
will be confined to where the snow plled up to depths of as rmech as Tifty
fest.

Notify Chet Ullin sbout recovering the camera,
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(SFF=7) Hiztt tc Parke Rec., 8:40 P.M, 7/26

shortage of funds snd cther cocnsiderations make it necessary to
reduce sesrching crew. Continue work tomerrow on same basis we hod |
planned and at the same tioe, moire camp up t. Seddle, uUther then CCC
these c¢an be selecied frum sny members of your present foree, FPer- ©
sonnel left to your judement. If possible suggest that you use erew
that are resting tonorrow to move camp to Szddle ond relsass all of them
that will not be held in the upper canp, s¢ thoy can get cut to Glacier
tnd be returned to their staticns tomorrow night, IF you have any
chjections %o the plan rlease advise in return contact.

(SPF-7) Dewson to Parke Rec. 9:00 P.M. 7/26

To Farke:

Blackie wants % lnow whet changes there will be in grub crders
and CCC crew with trail fto.ls.

(SPF-7) Parks to Hiott Trans, 10:20 PM,  7/26

Tc Hiastt:

Regarding your lsgt message I will attempt to reduce erew as sug-
geated. However, it will be impossible to more cemp to saddle tumorrow
for we have no tents, bzadralls, or other equipment neecessary for this

canp on hand,

I hed plenned t. borrow twc Forrsster tents and two pricus stoves
fronm the Park Service,

It szens to ma, that we should secure theso tents ond stoves fr.n
the Park Servico and if this mests your approval, please contact Mr,
Clurk E, Schurnan, Guide House, Paradise Inn, Rainior Neticnal Park,
irmmediately ond perhaps these articles can be speeded to Glacier to=-
moerrcw in order to arrive bere Friday morning so they cculd be packed
to the saddle Friday sfternccn, This seems like a lot of trouble but
these articles are quite necessary, Our own tents ore too heavy and
would nct likely stend up in the saddle where the wind is quite strong.

It is ippossible to work any crew tomorrow and cxpeet it to get
out tu Glmeier and return to their stetions tororrow night. Consequen-
tly I plsn reteining a!1 pen until Friday morning when I will release
those ren not selected for the saddle carp.



(SPF-7) Parke to Hiz=tt Trans, 10:20 B,M, 1/26 Cuntinued

Please reply tuv this meossage tondght 0 I can start making
out a new list of supplies end eguipment needed s¢ sume of the
articlss can be brougnt up i the noraning.

(SFF=7) Parke tc Bnmns Prang. 10:25 PuMe 1/26

To Burns:

Cancel all previcus crders, Hcld Larson in merrning until we
are ables to moke cut list of eguipnient and supplics which he can
bring upe

{SFF-T) Long to Porke Rec, 7/26

Ta Parke:

We special reasscn for rushing nove to saddle, You are to use
your own judgment. After receiving your message last night I cocn-
tactad Mr, Floery ond President Fisher. e appreciate your judgnent
in the acticn taken so far and will back you lﬂﬂi. We sxpect a wire
froo Fortland but carry cn &3 you see fit and we will baek you if it
takes an act of Congress., I an getting the equipment ycu crdered
and will have it on hand when you need it,

(STF-T7) Perke to Hiatt  Trans. (eve) /26

Te Hiatt:

As you probably knuw, thare will undoubtedly be a number of
curicsity seckers zttenpting tc visit the scens of the tragedy this
weekond, Our work is cumplientod onough that we cannct spend the
tims tv luvk wut for their safety and their housing facilities, I
wiuld strongly recconend that we give sufficiont newspaper publieity
to this =ffect apd it will be neccsaecry to post a2 24 hour sesntry a
short ways up the Mt, Baler trsil t¢ turn back ell persons not tc be used
fir ssarching werk. iJe shculd sclicit the aid of Hep Fisher, of the
Mt. Baker Club, and Chet Ullin, of the Ccllege, t. pzss on the quali-
fiecativns of asll perscnos who night be ¢f value to us., These two nen
sheculd get topether irmediately and a2ll applicuants for rmerberships in
opur parties for this conming woekend should be checked snd those passed
on given written pernission to pass our sentry. I feel that this will |
be a big problen which it would be well for us tu give ample study
irredistely and you could est as chairpen of a cummittee cf three,
ineluding Fisher and Ullin, =od work out anything you wish, Chet TUllin
has been with me all wesek, being sssistant guide of the ill-fated climbing
party and can give you scne good suggestions as to numbor to be =llowed
t¢ ecne up, equipment to bring, ete, The sentry should be posted Friday
afternu.n and recain on duty until Sunday night. It will take scrme hard-
nosed ren for the job and they will have t¢ be used in shifts,
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(SFF-7) ©Parkes to Histt Trans (eve.) 7/26 Centinued

I only went those qualified men here that will be willing to
2bids by our instrueticns and positively dc¢ not want anycne, no mattor
how goud o ran he is, who takes & lone wolf attitude, Fublicity scekers
should be black-balled,

(SFF-7)  Tarke to Long Trans,  7:20 A,M, 1/27

To #. H. Longt

Your message received at midnisght., Tlen on eatsblishing camp
gt s=ddle Friday. Urgent that we roceive the tws Forrester tents and
2 Prirus stoves frum C. E, Schurnan, Guide Heuse, Paradise Inn, Rainier
Noticnal Park,.

The Park Rangers inform ne that these tents ore Mr. Schurman's
ners.hal property and sre likely at his home in Sesttle. If this is
trus, then we should nct encounter eny difficulty in gettinz thess ar-
ticZes t¢ Glacier this evenins so that they can be brousht uwp tomight
be special messenger, These articles are extrersly light weizht.

e should beg, borrow, cor steel 6 alr rattresses for this crew
as we have 5 Forest Service men lined up for this crew in addition to
& volunteer nember, These air nattresses will be necessary articles
ilpasnuch os this erew will have to sleep cn the spow, I believe that
by rustling sbout we can borrow thess mattresses and they should arrive
at Glacier by thiglevsning alsc.

(SFF=-T) Histt to rarke Rec. T:45 AM, 7/21

Farkes:

Use of GCC inadvisable. Je will try tu pick up two sixperienced
nen in Bellinghar and sand then out Friday or Saturday.

(St¥F-7) Long to Parke Rec, B:40 4,M, /27

rarke:

Keep man cn if you can use them, until more definite news from
Fortland,

(SEF=7) Tarke tc Leng Trens. 10302 ALl 7/27

Te He He Long:

Your messzage of last nite received.




{SFF-7) Perke to Long Trans. 10:02 A.M, 7/27 Continued

I am holding in CCC crew today as several cases of acute sunburn is
in evidence. Two of ths worst victims are being sent out today. It is
expected thut the terrific glareo of the sun on the snow will take its tell
of members of the relief erew 20 our party is being reduced in numbers by
nzatural means. I want to retain all present crews until tomorrow avening,
or until we have completed back packing supplies and eguipment to the saddls
camps The picked members of the saddle camp crew will be working under
numerous discemforts so we should do everything within our power to rmake
them a3 comfortnble 28 possibla,

I have sent in o grocery order to Burns which I expect Larson to
peck up today, If the tents, mettresses and stoves arrive this evening,
We can have them brought up by messenger and be ready to back pack the
whole cemp up t0 the saddle without full crew tomorrow,.

I plan on leeving Eckenberg in charge of saddls camp and he will
have separate radic for communicztion., I intend kseping saddle camp
for ons week, I also plan on retaining Geri here at Kulshsn Cabin as radio
operctor and as a coordinator of all activities after 4 return to Glacler
either Friday svening or Seturdasy, I want to retsin & small CCC trail
betterment crew hesre for a few days longer to patch up the Mt. Bakar
Trail which is in bad shepe in spots.

The three Park Service men went to mvalanche sarly this morning
and plan on lesving for Mt. Rainier either tonight or tomorrow mcrning.

The spow 1s melting ropidly and if the bodies are nct exposed
in the shallcwer depths then they must have fallen into crevasaea
some of which were filled with considerablo depths of smow, If sll
bodies are not recovered by the end of next week we should abendon
the system of constant search and thersafter meke periocdiesl searches
depending upon how repidly the spow will melt.

The bodies will be in perfect state of perservation fur, perhaps
months if they cannon be recuverad; so I see no resson to conbinue to
use such large crews but rether to let nature taks its course in so far

as possible.

(SEF-7) Hiatt to Parke  Rece 11:20 A.M. 1/21

Bill Parke:

Tents and stoves will arrive in Bellingham today and will be
sent to Glacier at cnee, alsc will sendé oir mmttresses if we are able
to obtain them. e cannot purchase these so are attempting to borrow.
Your plon to esteblish saddle camp on Friday O0.K. If you need any of
the crow whe are working on avalenche today to help establish this
carp it will be O,K, tc use thar snd release them Setuday. Park Service
wants their rmen back bocause of Fire Danger, so release as suon as
possible, Would asppreciate being s dvised of personnel to be left at
Saddle Cemp a3 suon &3 you have selected then,
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(SFF-7) Parks %o Burns Trans. 8:35 A 7/27

Burns:

Hold Larscn at Glecler until we can complete an inventory of equip-
ment and supplies hers, e will then request additional stocks which
Lloyd can bring up with him later this morning,

(SFF-7) Hiatt to Parke Rece. 5:45 E.M. 7/27

Tc Parke:

Dontt knuw yet what time the stoves and tenmts will be hare, but
Will give ycu a ring when they do, Cant' get air mattresses, Can't buy.
Advertised over radio andi can't get them. Give me 2 ring when party off
Mountein reports.

{SFF-7) Parke to Hiatt & Stickney Trang, 6:45 PM» 1/217

Hiatt:

Rush tents ani stoves here as fast as can when they arrive. It
can't get then by specisl npessenger this evening, will held rmen in morn-
ing to pack then in tenorrow, Inperative that we get ther to Saddle by
termmorrow afterncon, Forget sir mattresses.  Jill use canvas and blasokots
from here.

To Stickney:

Forgat waterproof tarp=. Will use canvas ond blenkets as mattresses
from hers.

(SPF-T7) News Release from Yarke tc Hictt Trens. 8:50 P.M. 7/27

HNows Relense for Hiettr.

Our perty of 14 men sg=ic worked at the avalenche todsy leaving
Kulshan Cabin at 4:15 4,M. No bodies were found in spite of & thorough
search of likely pleces where bodies rmight have besn buried.

The snow is melting r:pidly in the hot weather encountered on the
mountsin, Should this warm weather continue it is quite likely the re-
maining bodies will be recovered shortly unless soms are buried under
several feet of snow, in which svent it will take wosks to recover them.
Varicus pleces of wearing apperel worn by wietims of the tragedy are
picked up daily,

Plang are belng mads to est=zblish a smnll comp a8t the ssddle bee
tween Mt. Baker snd the Dlack Buttes, This will enable this party to
work during the ecoleor hours of the doy when dmmger of cother slides is at
a ninimum. It isexpected tu keep this camp at the maddle for one weeks

18-



(SPF-7) Geri to Parke  Trans, 7:00 P,M. 7/28

Parke:

Contact established with Saddle Comp at Mt. Boker. They have set
up tarp and are as comfortable as possible under the circumatances, Camp
is at bottom of Cinder on rock,

(SPF-7) Geri to Parke Trans, 8;00 P.M. 7/28

Parkes

Two men arrived here at T:30 PuM. Ome being Dcn Coss, whom you
know, and the other, one Herb Craybeal who bears o note from Hintt,
Graybeal is well knovm to me and I will, without hesitation, say that he
is qualified for the searching work. DBoth hove been ot the Bellingham
office and missed you on trail,

Graybeal has voluntesred his services for the week if his help is
needed. Don Coss plans on returning to Bellinshom Sunday night.

fthat are your wishes in regard to thisj

(SPF-7) Parke to Geri Rec. 9:00 P.M. 7/28

km glod to get this information. Would certainly be indebted to
Graybeal if he con stoy es o member of snddle canp for the next wsek.
Ample bedding and supplies at comp for him.

(SPF=7) Parke to Burns Trens, 12:40 P.M. 7.28

Burns:

Send truck up te meet 9 men at end of trail at 2:30, Arange
transnortation to Concrate.

Is there anyone at station going to Bellingham? One of above
party wants ride.

{SPF=7) Geri to Burns Trars. 12:45 P,M, 7/28

Burns:

Men sre ready to leave, If there is any important messapge for
Parke send et once, & men ineluding Parke md Bleeclman,

Truck for CCC enrgllees gt 3:30 P.M._ 8 in porty.

Tell Mrs. Parke to heve hot woter on.
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(SPF-7) Eckenberg to Parke Trons, 7:00 P,M. 7/31

To Porlks:

Bad weather being token right in stride here nt Saddle Comps
Storm tents are doing afine job ns our sleeping guarters, our food,
Primus stoves, and eating gquarters, have moved down into o room dug out
of solid snow e short distance from tent,

We ere looking forwerd to gotting o bit of digging done on slide
oarea as scon o8 weather permits. There is no cause for woory of how we
tro up here when weather locks bod below. e ore well established for
£ll time. Everyone is fine. There is plenty of humor with us =t the
time, Howard Paul being far in the lead. Everyone is hapry and quite
glnd to be here,

\SPF-7) Eckenbergz to Parke Tronse  B:20 AK, 8/2

I see little chonce of recovering any of the remaining bodies
Uy continued digging due to conditions that have %o govern nll such ce=
tivity ot the scene of the slide,

fis have found that digging can not be done in eorly morning now
becnuse snow has settled to whare it is practieally ice in early morne
ing hours. Yet if one wnits until it softens up a bit, why ice wnlls
nbove cre also softenod un to where remedping to dig hecomos nothing
but fooligh.

So, I believe the only thing that remains seneibly safe for the
Forest Serviece is to natrel araa thoroughly until Thursday night, and
bring camp dovm off the mountein Friday.

1 suppose continued digging would, after a time, bring to light
more victims, but I can ses no woy of doing this witheut endangoring
sericusly those whe are dizging, which moy causc a repetition of the
tropady,

Therefore, please have arn answer réady by Wednesday night as
to our nhendoning eanp here at the Seddle, Friday A,M, If you wish to
continue cemp we cen olen on added supplios beling brought up here,

I might 2d3, that it secms noture's course is the only soane woy
left, and I can ses no woy of bettering it, no do I s:e why all concerned
should at this time, in the face of events Just passed, would want to,.

Sc will wait for your decision by rpdfo Hy #Wednesday night,
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(SPF=7; Parke to Eckenborg Rec., 10:30 AN, 8/2

Max:

Your last messege rceeived. Am going to Bellinghem st noon today
{Hbdnﬂsdny) te confor with College suthorities and Forest Service men re=
garding financing of Saddle Camp. Do not expeet to return to Glacier until
tonight; so will try and hove on onswer reedy by 9 P.M, tonight.

Glod te get your account of conditicns ot slide, for I caon use it
as m arguing peoiat in owr meoting this afterncon,

(SPF-7) Parke to Geri  Rec, B:45 P.M. 8/2

Tonis

Base csmp to be abandoned Friday mornming, Arrgage with lmx to
holp bock pack cll cquipment smd cupplios new st Saddle Camp to Kulshan
Cabin, Chock on 21l grub supplies that can be left at Kulcshan Cabin and
turn this list in tc Church Meountpin not later than moon tomorrow,

(SPF=7) Parke to Eckemberz  Rec. 8:45 PN, 8/2

Moz

Plen on ebandening Seddle Cap, Friday merning. Take all equip=
ment and supplies to Kulshan Cebin. Toni and crow ocn moet vou at the
lower crevesse ond help you bock-pack to the enbin. Other instructions
will meet you there.

Try to lsave a ropo ladder over lower crevonsse so other searching
perties can meks e safe climb from Kulshan Cabin te Saddle Camp.

(SPF-7) Eckemberg to Perke  Trans, 7:30 Pul. 8/3

Te Bills

Seven pack leads eome dovn off the mountein todsy beginning the
evacuation of camp in Saddle. Four lcads remain on top to be brought
down tomorrow. Five fellows will leowe cebin at 5:00 AM. tomorrow for
the top and should be back by 1:00 P,M,

It will be -impossible with +he eqaiment wo have, to build any
kind of ladder over crevesse, so please inferm all wheo plan to use this
route thet they will hove to froverss around large crevasse rogardless of
exposure to horging ice walls,

I might add that crevnsses are appearing in greater nmumbers epch
day, and so this route will afford & real problem within = short tinme,
However, tho high cemp will be taken care nf by 1:00 P.M. tomorrow,
Have you anything lined out for crew citer thot time ns to coming ouk or what?
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SECTION IT1

COST OF RESCHE "ORL «ND SE:RCH FOR BODIES OF VICTI1ES
UF MT. B/KER -ViL/RCHE VR1CH OCCURRED -~BOUT 1:30 P.M.,
JULY 22, 1939. DET.ILED ST.TEMRNTS, TIME REPORTS, ETC.
+BE FILED IN "I-COOPSRaTION-HT. B, KER .V:LsNCHE" FOLDER.

Peid by Vestern Washington College of Educet on:

Fur Labor $175.580
subsistance B1l.08
Other Supplies 40,40

#20E6.96

Peid by Forest Service:

Lzbor £43.75
Subsistenca 110.99

$559.74

11 Forast sSarvice overhe:wd :nd CCC Farcllea sarvices
contribtuted ¢nd not included in the rbove costsy clse the For-
ast Service pack horses wers contributed, including forage
while engegad in this work.
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HRECREATTION
Activities Juneau, Alasks
Mountain Climbing April 16, 1940

JEMORANDUM TO ACCOLPANY REPORT ON 1939
MOUNT BAKER AVALAINCHE:

In completing the report on this avelanche it came to my mind
that copies might be distributed to the Western Washinszton Collegs, the
Mt., Baker Hiking Club, and perhsps to individusls, This accident, and
others that have happened in the past, have started many of us to do some
serious thinking sbout how other accidents might be prevented, or at least
reduced in numbers. They have elso brought our attention to thimgs which
our Forest Service organization might plan in the way of equipment and the
training of personnel on heavy recreation districts in the field of rescue
work. This is becoming a msjor activity on some districts. At any rate I
felt that some of the suggestions I have in mind have no place in the re-
port of this particular avalanche. This is an administrative problem which
we can best discuss through our own channels and I am accordingly submitting
them in this memorandum.

In writing up the report itself, I have not attempted to make a
narretive of it, though one might think it eclosely approaches one. I have
perhaps gone into more detail than is necessary, and yet it seems to me,
in reviewing it, that I might heve enlargsd on some of it still further.

When 'I sterted writing the report I had in mizd turning out basically
a report, end later on to write up a narretive for wider distribution, per=-
haps having it in some netional megeazine. The subjeet could be made into an
interesting article. The velus of it could remadily be seen for the stend
which the Forest Serviee takes regarding mountain elimbing ecould be brought
to light. I have gone no farther with the artiele than to interest s member
of ths editorisl staff of one of the leading Juneau papera. It is my belief
now that the value of an &rticle I have in mind would be greater if it were
written by an outsider. It is gquite poszsible that this writer will gzo ahesad
with this artiele, but I have told him that it would have to be reviewed by
the Hegional Office, Portland, Orsgon bsfore it could go to primt. I
offered him the use of our official photographs of the Mt. Baker Avalanche
and have written to the Bellingham Office to secure additional prints,

Whersin can the number of mountain climbing aceidents be reduced?
I don't mean just fatal seeidsnts - I mean =1]1 types of aceid=nts whersin
rescus parties ars called upon and all eases of lost climbers or hikers
where searching partiss ars nseded. When s sesrching party is ealled it
goes on its mission sxpecting most any sventuality and should slmost always
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be considersd as a rescue party.

Four rescus parties were called on the Glacier District =lone last
summer and a fifth party which was ready to leave was dismissed when the
"lost persons" showed up at camp two days overdue.

I doubt very much if the number of climbing and hiking accidents can
be greatly reduced. In the National Forssts we have few gates restricting
traffic or pedestrisns. Arsas of apecisl fire hazards and reservoir sites
sometimes have "Keep Out™ signs posted but, by end large, the public wants
%0, and is allowed to roam within our Netional Forests at will. And why
not. But we should not sit down =nd let mattsrs rest =s they are.

It was onee said that we couldn't do very much to reduce the number
of forsst fires. We would slways have lightning fires, wouldn't we? We
would elways have more people in the forest sach year - meaning thst there
would be mores smokers and careless campers &nd therefore we would have more
Tires. Public education has done much with our fire situstion - and it ean
d2 equelly as much with our mountzin ¢limbing and hiking sccidentst

The Foraest Service does not compel prospeetiva elimbers or hikers to
register with the nearsst forest ranger and have equipment inspected and
ones physique rserutinized to ses if one can get to the antiecipated destination
and back, This is pretty strong regulation end the public dossn't particularly
like it. But couldn't we strike a heppy medium in eur organization =nd appeal
to prospective hikers z2nd climbesrs to come to our ranger stations to sesk in-
formation as to climbing or hiking conditions, and sbove all to let us know
where they are going? This seems like making a mountain out of a mole hilly
but when one analyses conditions on the Glacier Distriet one reslizes it isnit
as foolish as it seams, The Zig Zag district and others which have heavwy
raereation use probably experisnce the same problems nas at Glasier.

Reviewing the rescuing sctivities on my distriet lsst season I would
like to briefly summarize the cases I hed.

Case #l, Monday, July 3. B8:00 a.m. I received word via telephone
from Mt. Baker Lodge thzt a elimbing party of four men had had an sceident
on Mt, Shuksan the previous night. One fsllow was unable to walk - the
rest slightly bruised. Two fellows reached the Lodge et B:00 a.m, and immed-
intely resportsd their mishap - the other two staying Dn the slopes of Shuksan
at timber line.

This perty had made a successful climb of Shuksaen on Sunday, July 3,
and planned to return to their car that night. They were Portland men, mem-
bers of the Mszama, Wy-East, and Treil Clubs. They had notified ne ons
locally where they wers going, which wey thsy were going or eny other informe-
tion sbout their plsns. I organized =2 rescucs party of 12 men and rushsd to
the Lodge. The two fellows that come to report were cold and Jittery from
staying out =ll night in & snow and wind storm at timberlins., They couldn't
get a fire started so just shivered all night long, We continued in the
sams rain and snow storm and reached ths other two snd brought Bill Wood over
the six tough miles from part wey up Mt. Shuksan to Austin Pass G. 5. on a
toboggan, carrying it part way =nd sliding it the rest. Bill had a broken
P'Bl‘ir is.
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This =e¢eidsnt eould definitely have besn prevented, In the first
place I am surprised that sxperienced men as these were would attempt to
elimb such & diffieult mountain during the storm we had that whole weeksnd,
But they had coms £11 the way from Portland, just to blimb Mt. Shuksen ;
aend didn't want to give up the trip. What would have happened if the party
in falling (they werc roped together, ons man failling and pulling the rest
with him) had been hurt mors ssriously and nons of them could have reached
help? We can asll think of how serious this might hove been. Even if thay
all had been injured so none could reamch help - think how mueh it would
have heslped us snd them too if thsy had told us beforshand where they wers
golng, and which route they planned to take,

Case #2. This was thz Mount Baker Avelanche case, already mentioned.
I knew of this party ezd of its intended plans before it left. The party
started ths climb under elmoat perfect conditions exeept for the recent
snowfall, It wes late in leeving Kulshan Cabin, for it was just completing
the climb at 1:30 p.m. when normelly the perty should have been well down
off the mountain that 1lnte in the day. These faults are minor ones.

Cass #3., On Seturday, July 29, = woman wes lost at the Dougles Fir
Campground. A CCC erew want to sezreh for her but she strayed out onte
a road later in the day =nd was picked up.

These Ylost person™ cases are prevalent and ecan hardly be guarded
against,

Case #4, About 10:00 p.m, iondey, September 4 (Labor Day), I recsived

a eall from Hee., Gusrd Rey Hornbeck, stationed nt Austin Pass, stating that
two experienced elimbers wers & day overdues 1ln returning to the Lodge from

1a climb of lit, Shuksan., (Anothsr surprise party for this was our first
knowledge thst o party was even attempting the elimb - and here agein the
weather was stormy). The party, I found cut later, had left the Lodgs Sun-
day morning attempting to make the elimb and return that night, They didn't.
When they weren't back by the second night the Lodge people informsd Ray
Hornbesek. Hz was told that this party was sttempting the West face (over=-
hznging glocier) as they thought this was the toughest test, It wes, Rein
and fog mede visibility poor 2nd they had to sleep out on =2 ledge the first
night, st the edge of the glaciazr. The second day they reached the summit
but dus to the storm they had to go slowly along the south route and night
fell befores they could reach the trail,

I would not start a searching party out at night en a mountain elimbing
8sarch such as this, s0 wvaited until morning before starting =specially te
allow the two climbsrs time 10 reszch their ear should they heve been foresd
to czmp the second night. My guess proved right for they 4id return about
B:00 a,m. the next morning,

Think how serious this case might have been, These climbers wers
from Secttle znd had informed mo ons exespt 8 womzn guids at the Lodge as
to thsir plans,

Cass j*5, On October 22, I received a frantic cell from = mother of
two young men who had failed to return from a hunting trip. I iovestigated
tha case and feund that the boys had left ia thedir ear o few mimutes before

I arrived.
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Analysing these five cases then, three of them were purely mountain
climbing cases, two of which might have been prevented had the parties
sought advice and heeded it afterwards. Both of these parties attempted
climbs during exceedingly poor weather, Both of thsse trips might have
had mueh worse results and in sither case, had the Forest O0fficer been
informed of their whereabouts much speedler reascue work would have besn
avident,

An education program which will inform the experienced ms well as
the lnexperienced climbers of the wvalue of reporting in and out of a
isuntain area is certainly the cheapest form of insurance possible and
T em sure that if it is followed through it would probably save a few
T.iwves - certainly unnecessary suffering.

Qur Forest Service organization is weak in mountain climbing ex-
nerience, We spend much time and money teaching our forest guards and
-urselves in fire fightingtechnique and yet - on the Glacier District,

‘cr the past several years, nearly &3 much time has been spent rescuing
»=rsons s has been spent suppressing fires. Think of itl I don't know

the gtetistics of each but I'm sure that if a study were made of this the
rzsults would prove appelling., Why not spend some time at the start of =ach
season on trainiog in mountsin elimbing techniguet® We pride ourselves as
being Foresters and yet there's hardly one of us that knows how to climb
over glaeciers. Also why not give ennual instruction in First Aid? I cer-
tainly do not mean this as a regional poliey, but this kind of instruction
is sorely meeded on the Glacier and other aqually important recreation
distriets.

The Forest Service is Very poorly eguipped when it comss to mountsin
elimbing rescus equipment. We need Forester tents, primus stoves, sun
gogglss, first aid equipment suitable for mountain climbing work snd ether
such items, Before I left the Glapier Distriet I sterted to gather together
some of these artielss. I plemned to have our CCC mechanic make some ice
axes, crampons =nd alpen stocks bsfors I left. A central cache is needed

et Glacier.

Furthermore I think ws should sponscor volunteer mountain climﬁing
rescue sguads. These could be organized in the larger cities and could be
used to supplement eur own crews, More important, they would be on hand

for year long duty.

I know these suggzestions will sound foolish to forests like the Ere-
mont, Colville snd other enstside forests, But for forests like the Mt.
Hood, Mt, Baker and the Snoqualmie, where considerable mountein elimbing
is done, our =fforts along these lines will undoubtedly be rewardad in the
ratio of the tims =nd thought w= put inte it. We are endangesring the lives
of our own men when we sead them, inexperienced ss they now are, out on
rescue trips calling for men who can face mountain climbing hazards.

Returning to the subject of the Mt, Baker Avelanehe, my experience
in this rescus work leads me to recommend that hersafter we should not
hirs men espeeislly for rsscue activities, Using our short-term men is
all right, but to go out and hire trsil laborers for instance, does nat
maast with my favor. Ws had to do this last summer but the men we hired



for this work as & whole did not prove very satisfectory. I am smphetie

in saying thet I'd a hundred times rather have = crew of CCC gnrollees such
28 the ones we had at Glseisr. After the hired crew hed worked ons day on

the mountein one man quit outright. Aftsr the second doy, I asked for
¥Yoluntesrs to g0 up to ths ssddle camp for about = weck, telling them that
otherwise thsy would only hsve obis more dey's work, Only one man voluntzerad!
Contrast this with the response I reesived from the CCC boys. Every snrollss
at Kulshan Cabin begged to bo allowsd to go to the Saddle gamp.

I dislike ths prectice of permitting relatives of wictims of a mountzin
climbing sccident to participste in ths searching work. Quite often they
can't bs kept away. One perent, Mr. Weitmen, wos very eritical of our effors
and czused us some troublz after the sezerching perty lsft the mount=in. I
can sympathize with him ia the loss of his daughter but he is the driving
typs that leses his head when he gets in a tough spot. He couldn't under-
stand why we didn't tske tractors up the mountain to move the snow faster,
He wanted to know why we didn't uss magnifying glassess to melt the snow

aster - said digging was too slow. I ean mention other idess which are
equelly 28 impractieal. Late in the f2ll ha attemptsd to climb up the
mountain with two of his sons, without proper squipment, without guides
(both Chet Ullin and Hop Fisher refusad to take hin up) end when the wsathsr
was sxeeedingly poor. I werned him one night of the dangers of going up =nd
he told me he wouldn't go. The next thing I knew he hed started out the
following morning snd had tried to seale ths icy slopes of Coleman Glacier,
He only resched s few feet up it and fell down, The result was that he then
realized it wos too dengerous to go farther so he returned - and tried to
slip through Glacier without being seen, for he didn't want anyons to know
that he hud gons up when he had been advised not to. Ws heve not heard the
lest of Mr. Weitman yet, for this coming summer hs will again be trying to
go up the mountain,

The episode of the faked pictures leads to =n important point which
should be investigzated, If, as Mr. Perryman ssys, we e=n ohtsin copies of
ell motion and still pietures that the picturs compenies took of ths rsscus
activitiss we should try to do so, At lsast this whols thing should bs
investigated for I think soms good pictures of this, and undoubtsdly other
reseus activitles con be obtained. I was lsd to belisve that such pictures
c=n most readily be sscured through e request from our Waeshinston Office
dirsct to the New York offices of these motion picture companics, lmmedistely
after ths pictures have besn taken and before they have been put through the
composition rooms. I was =lso lsd to believs that copiss could be secured
frse of charge as they ars to be used for educationsl purposes. I do not
know if zny of this is trus for this was information I sscured fron only one
photographsr. e should find out sbout this through our Washington Office
and be clsar on these points before another oeession srises where photograph-
eras will be takine pictures of soms of our sctivities.

WILLIAK N. PARKE
Assistant Forsster, R-10
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